
 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of Study 

A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can 
communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can 
communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, 
emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. All the skills of language are essential to participating 
fully as a member of society.  
Aims 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and 
literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop 
their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims 
to ensure that all pupils: 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions 
for reading, writing and spoken language 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 
contexts, purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 
others and participating in debate. 

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed of: 
 transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) 

Pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been 
incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. 
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately 
through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the spelling 
structure of words. Effective composition involves articulating ideas and then organising them coherently 
for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and an increasingly wide knowledge 
of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, legible handwriting. 
Throughout the programmes of study, teachers should teach pupils the vocabulary they need to discuss 
their reading, writing and spoken language. It is important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms 
in English and that these terms are integrated within teaching. 
 
Attainment Targets 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 

processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
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